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Toe chureh still existe in Idthuenla, but only to give the lnpression that
there is "frecdom of worebip". Its field of activity 1s gradually diminieh~
ing, end cen only get smaller because the nwiker of priests la decvsaslng
ard thelr fleld of actlorn 1 becowing mome limlbted.

fince attendsnce &t church sevviees ia pot Porbldden, crdinery people do
not notdles the changes whieh have iteken place, avd the deelining positlen
of the church 18 rob sotieed so much ne spre the matlcmel op ecinosle quasstions,

Prienhe

The priesbs may earry oub only paselve dutles towerds thelr songregationus;

they may perfors merrisges and funeral services apd bear copfesslons. UThey

sre not allowed to work setively (e.g., to prepare cbildren for first come
munlon); and rellglous funersl processions sre sllowed only in the side strueta.
The higher hieverehy of the churah has, for all practiesl purposes, been
liquidated,

Mgy ehurehes have been elosedy but, 1a the mejovity of eases; partlculsrly
in the rewote parts of the country, this was beesuse of the lack of prlests.
Thers wee nothlng to indieste thait the churches were closed aceording to
some pre-arrvenged plerj indsed,the opposite wae the emee. For some churches,
prisste were sought in an effort to prevent eloswre. (This was perhaps to
belle the unpleasant reports in the West that the Bovlets ware clesing ell
ahurehssy)

Attitude of the Publie towerds Heliglen

It seems that at present the Soviets do not eonelder that the church offers
any desnger to them, for religion will dle with the older gerneration. The
people who ere middle-aged ere mostly indifferent towaris religlon {they axe
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exhausted by other problemg), and the younger generation ig moetly growling
up without religion.

A.ntij-re,li.gious Activities

Religion is not taught in the schools; everywhere In public life young
pecple see an enti-religious attitude, Church holidays are not kept (mdeed,
on such holldays anti-religious lectures are often errenged). The schools
Torbld parents to influende their children towards religion. Thug, religious
1life is being gradually extinguished, so that it ig thought the Soviets are
unlikely to take active steps to liquidate the church,
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